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The Classics Department at Tiffin School, which comes under the umbrella of the Languages Faculty, is 

forward looking and thriving.   We currently have three specialist members of staff.  

 

Throughout the study of Classics, to whatever level a pupil progresses, our chief aim is the development of 

key skills and the capacity for clear thinking: in precision of analysis, comprehension, evaluation, 

interpretation and expression.  Our intention is to maintain the traditional rigour of our subjects, while 

offering a stimulating and accessible approach.  We endeavour to foster interest in the culture and 

languages of the Greeks and Romans, to give a sense of the breadth and qualities of these civilisations 

through a range of linguistic and non-linguistic courses and to develop understanding of their importance 

and influence today.   

 

Latin is compulsory in Years 7 and 8; at least half of Year 9s choose to continue to study Latin, using the 

Cambridge Latin Course.  Of these, at present between forty and fifty go on to take Latin at GCSE, and in the 

Sixth Form approximately ten take Latin to A Level.  In 2017, 86*% of Latin GCSE students achieved A*-A.  

At A2 100% achieved A*-A; 100% A at AS Level. 

 

Greek is offered as a GCSE subject in conjunction with Latin.  Pupils begin the course during Year 9 

through twilight teaching via John Taylor’s Greek to GCSE.  Numbers taking GCSE have been very healthy 

indeed, in the region of fifteen to twenty; Sixth Form groups historically have been small but constant and 

the quality of pupils has been very high.  That said, we currently have six students wishing to pursue AS 

Greek in September. 71% of GCSE students secured A-A in June 2017; 100% of A Level students achieved 

A*-A; 75% of AS candidates achieved As.  We are currently teaching A Level Greek in conjunction with 

two other local schools which is proving very successful.   

 

We teach the OCR syllabuses in both subjects.  At GCSE in Latin and Greek we prepare pupils for the 

language papers as well as both prose and verse set books, and at advanced level we prepare them for the 

prose composition option.  We expect our better Classicists to be strong candidates for entry to Oxford 

or Cambridge, and those who choose to apply have met with great success in recent years. 

 

The Department has two specialist teaching rooms equipped with Interactive White Boards, as well as a 

wealth of Classics-related software, such as the CLC E Learning Resources, Ox-Box, Latin/Greek Without 

Tears, Terry Bird’s Greek programmes etc.  We also have a well-stocked library and selection of audio-

visual resources. 

 

Our extra-curricular provision is very strong.  Latin Surgery and a Mentoring Scheme operate for Lower 

School pupils on a weekly basis.  We also run annual trips to Bath and Fishbourne.  Our pupils regularly 

attend Classics lectures, theatre performances and museum exhibitions.  Moreover, we run numerous 

overseas trips.  In October we take 50 Yr8 pupils to the Bay of Naples.  Every Easter we run a whole-

school trip to a Classical destination.  In recent years, we have visited Provence, Turkey, Sicily, Tunisia and 

Greece with students from all year groups. 

 


